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and cautioned Mirbach to have an almost inexhaustible
stock of patience; but, on the other hand, the High Com-
mand, the supreme power in Germany, had not excluded
from their plans the possibility of a further advance into
Russia and the expulsion by force of the Bolshevik Govern-
ment from Moscow. The mission, then, of the German
plenipotentiary was anything but easy. His subordinates,
however, had confidence in him. " Mirbach is a cute fellow ",
said Rietzler, who was to accompany him as Counsellor, to
Scheidemann on the eve of his departure for Moscow,
" and when up against Radek and his comrades, it is wise
to choose somebody who won't throw over everything at
once, but will go on parleying and keep his head. Mirbach
can do that excellently."1

Soon this was to be required of Mirbach. His arrival
in Moscow was the signal for a series of studied insults
which might well have provoked a less well-balanced
diplomat. On the occasion of his reception at the Kremlin,
on April 26, for the presentation of credentials, the Am-
bassador was received not by Lenin, the supreme power of
the Soviet regime, but by Sverdlov, who, as President of
the Central Executive Committee, was theoretically the
highest ranking Soviet official. Just a year ago Lenin had
returned to Russia as the " proteg6" of the German
Government; now the German Ambassador entered Moscow
and Lenin did not receive him. To Mirbach's formal speech
of greeting Sverdlov made the curt rejoinder, " We greet
in your person the nation with whom we concluded the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk " ; and, lest there should be any
misunderstanding, Radek made the position perfectly clear
two days later in Izvestia:

The representatives of German Imperialism have entered
Moscow, but to get a ticket for Moscow they have to admit the
Red Embassy of revolutionary Russia to Berlin. Our comrades go
there as the representatives of a country which is the weakest of

1 Scheidemann, ii, 132.